National Book Award Winners celebrating the best of American literature
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Barrett, Andrea. Ship Fever and Other Stories (1996)

In this impressive short story collection, Barrett seamlessly mixes historical figures with fictional characters.  Quantifiable matters of science are explored in an attempt to better understand love, ambition and intuition in people’s private and professional lives.  
Gilchrist, Ellen. Victory Over Japan:  Stories (1984)

A collection of fourteen stories that focuses on the escapades of Southern women intent on finding happiness and a sense of worth.  Several of the stories focus on the same main character.  Gilchrist’s characters are well drawn and complex without ever devolving into stereotypes.  
Hazzard, Shirley. The Great Fire (2003)
It is 1947 and Aldred Leith has been assigned to occupied Japan so that he can survey the destruction in the aftermath of WWII.  There he meets Benedict, who suffers from a rare degenerative disease, and his devoted sister Helen.  The three of them bond over their love of literature and it isn’t long before Helen and Aldred’s attraction surfaces.  
Heinemann, Larry. Paco’s Story (1987)
Paco Sullivan is the lone survivor of a vicious firefight during the Vietnam War.  He is horribly wounded but is eventually discovered by a medic who saves his life.  Paco returns to the United States and lives a lonely life as a dishwasher while his scars remain a visible reminder of his Vietnam experience.  
Johnson, Denis. Tree of Smoke (2007)
A spy in training, Skip Sands will ultimately engage in psychological warfare against the Vietcong.  Brothers Bill and James Houston, seen in a previous novel of Johnson’s, are also on their way to Vietnam.  These two stories intertwine in a gripping story of war and “intelligence.”

Powers, Richard. The Echo Maker (2006)

After a near fatal car accident, Mark is to be nursed back to health by his sister Karin.  But when Mark accuses Karin of being an imposter, she contacts a cognitive neurologist only to find out that her brother is suffering from a rare brain disorder that induces the delusion that people and things in his life are doubles.  
Rush, Norman. Mating (1991)
Two Americans, an anthropologist working on her thesis and a man who has set up a utopian like community in the Kalahari Desert pursue a romantic relationship.  The political turmoil and landscape of 1980s Botswana provide a background that complicates matters in this examination of human nature. 
Styron, William. Sophie’s Choice (1980)
Narrator Stingo lives downstairs from Sophie, a Polish concentration camp survivor, and her lover Nathan.  While he is struggling to write his book, Stingo becomes Sophie’s confidante but also falls in love with her.  When Sophie starts constantly arguing with Nathan, she realizes that she must make some difficult decisions and confront her past. 
Tuck, Lily. The News From Paraguay (2004)
Irish Courtesan Ella Lynch is the mistress of Francisco Solano Lopez – “Franco” as he will come to be known as Paraguay’s ruthless dictator.  Ella’s isolation leads to her unbending support of Franco’s heedless ambition that results in one of Paraguay’s darkest times in history.  
Ward, Jesmyn. Salvage the Bones (2011)
Esch is fourteen and pregnant. Her family is dirt poor and trying to nurture each other the best they can. Set the twelve days before Hurricane Katrina, this story shows how familial love helps a person face another day.
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