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Popular Romance Authors: Contemporary and Historical
Contemporary Romance:
Contemporary romance is much more than its post 1950s setting. These are novels in which the heroine is not waiting for love, rather, love surprises her and sweeps her off her feet.
Jennifer Crusie writes sexy romances that have humor, spunky heroines, complex relationships, and a bit of mystery and intrigue. Her books are fun and racy, and extremely popular with readers who don’t usually read romance. Try: Bet Me
Katie Fforde’s novels take place in modern day England. They are light-hearted, charming novels about sweet and caring heroines who think of others first but still manage to be swept off their feet. Great for the reader who wants more relationship descriptions than sex scenes. Try: Second Thyme Around
Susan Elizabeth Phillips lives in Naperville and writes novels that have been called “sassy, sexy, and completely satisfying.” She is best known for her Chicago Stars series. Phillips creates heroes and heroines who match wits, verbally spar, and then fall into bed together. Readers can’t seem to get enough. 
Try: Natural Born Charmer
Nora Roberts has sold millions of books by capturing the imaginations of male and female readers with her superb storytelling.  A Roberts’ novel has strong, passionate heroines, likable heroes, a network of friends and family, lots of domestic details and are not too racy. 
Try: Born in Fire
Susan Wiggs focuses her novels more on the sexual tension between her characters than on their physical relationship. Her novels follow intelligent, but emotionally scarred women who experience personal growth and fulfillment through their romance with the hero. 
Try: Summer at Willow Lake
Historical Romance:
Historical romance blends historical fiction with romance with the emphasis on the characters and their relationships more than the setting.  Although they can take place anywhere and at any time, the most popular time periods are Medieval, Victorian and Regency in Europe and the Civil War and Pioneer in North America.
Eloisa James is a Shakespearean Scholar by day and a writer of sensual, historical British romances by night. James specializes in pitting strong-willed heroines against sinful heroes and then surrounds them with compelling secondary characters.  Great for fans of both romance and women’s lives novels. 
Try: Much Ado About You
Lisa Kleypas is an award-winning master of the sensual, historical British romance. Her plucky heroines and sexy heroes are popular with readers, but it is the addition of suspense and plot twists to her novels that bring readers back for more. Try: Mine Till Midnight
Linda Lael Miller writes all types of romances, but the ones set in the historical American west that are among her most beloved. These romances feature honorable men and courageous women who work together to get out of seemingly impossible situations. 
Try: The Man From Stone Creek
Amanda Quick is the pseudonym for Jayne Ann Krentz when she writes historical romances set in regency and medieval England.  Readers love her quirky characters and sense of humor. She also writes from the perspective of both hero and heroine; letting the reader watch the relationship develop throughout the novel. Try: Deception
Julia Quinn writes award-winning, humorous, “racy Regencies.” Her romance novels poke fun at the foibles of upper class society, while delivering a satisfying romance. Her heroines are thoroughly modern and witty banter reigns supreme. Try: The Duke and I
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